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Water use in Tucson
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- More rain falls on Tucson than what the entire population consumes in 
Municipal water per year

- 40% of potable water is used on landscapes



Institutionalization of GSI in Tucson. . .
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- One Water places equal value on all water as integrated and viable sources for the community.
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Å Leverage funds with existing City of 
Tucson improvement projects:
Å Bond 407, 101, 411

ÅWard Office input

Å Tree Equity Score

Mandate #1: Build New GSI

Project Identification Process



Tree Equity Score uses 
census track data including:

Tree Equity Scores in Tucson

High priority for GSI
Highest priority for GSI



Tucsonaz.gov/gsi



Project example  |  Iron Horse Park (complete November 2023)

Project Origin: City of Tucson Prop 407 Parks & Connections Bond 2018

Partners:  COT Parks & Rec, S2S
Description:  13,784 sf GSI, 39,540 gallons, 16 new trees added, $147,406



Iron Horse Park ***can you help me embed this video?

SECTION THREE: Storm to Shade



Project example  |  El Rio Neighborhood Center (complete Jan. 2024)

Project Origin: At direction of Ward 1

Partners: S2S

Description: 15,445 sf GSI enhancements, 32,828 gallons, 47 trees added, $426,816 

Before After



Project example  |  11th Ave. and Flores St. (complete July 2024)

Project Origin: At direction of Ward 3

Partners: S2S

Description: 10,382 sf GSI enhancements, 63,748 gallons, 50 trees added, $423,000 

Before

After



Project example  |  11th Ave. and Flores St. (complete July 2024)

Project Origin: DTM Bicycle Boulevard (prop 207)

Partners: S2S, DTM

Description: 15 in-street GSI installations along the bicycle boulevard, 25 trees added, $250,000 

Before

After



Mandate #2- Maintain Existing and New GSI

Å Procure maintenance contractors

Å Inventory all new and existing GSI across 
Tucson

ÅPublish/update GSI pocket guide

ÅBuild/maintain asset management system

ÅCreate and deliver trainings on 
maintenance best practices

ÅDeploy seasonal maintenance quarterly

ÅPerform monthly site inspections (2yrs)


